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September 24, 2010

 Dear Rector and Senior Warden,

As you prepare your budget and review your outreach for the coming year, please consider supporting Seabury Resources for Aging (formerly Episcopal Senior Ministries.)  We know that the demands on your limited resources are great, but we hope that you will consider supporting our important outreach ministry to the elderly who are most vulnerable.  

Seabury has been providing affordable housing and services to older adults for the past 86 years, and each day we touch the lives of 1,000 older adults and family members throughout the greater Washington, DC area. We are providing those who are most in need with meals, housing, and care.

We have expanded services to meet the basic needs of those most vulnerable and to fill the gaps left by other organizations who are no longer helping these people. We have reduced our overhead expenses and our staff are taking furlough weeks in order to provide these life-sustaining services, but that is not enough. We need your support for our outreach ministry to low income elderly.

Please prayerfully consider the following ways to help:

· Making a donation.  Donations may be made at any time and are always needed.  

· Holding a special collection or fundraising event for Seabury Resources for Aging.

· Being a congregational sponsor for our annual Seabury Leadership in Aging Awards gala in June 2011 which supports all of our services.

· Publishing our Combined Federal Campaign and United Way numbers in your bulletin and newsletter.  CFC #63211 and UW #8904.
· Volunteering for a service project at any of our residential communities or service sites.  There is a list of volunteer opportunities for individuals and groups on our website www.seaburyresources.org under the heading “Volunteer.”  Annie Shaw at ashaw@seaburyresources.org can help connect you to a program volunteer coordinator or you can talk to them directly. The choir, the youth group, a pastoral committee, or other group could make a big difference for our residents and clients. 

· Inviting a Seabury staff or board member to talk to your congregation about specific topics around aging, our work or community resources for aging.

We have many needs:

· In Ward 5 of the District of Columbia, Seabury is serving more than 300 meals a day at 11 nutrition sites and to the homes of those who are homebound  Government support is not enough to continue services to all those in need and will be greatly reduced starting in October. We have nearly 3,000 clients in Ward 5. 

· Thirty-five participants at the citywide Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired receive transportation to the Center, meals, life-skills and Braille training, the socialization and assistance with daily living.  For some, it is their only opportunity to leave their homes. 

· Seabury Care Management is helping a monthly average of 133 clients in Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties and throughout the District of Columbia and Northern Virginia. Fifty percent of those clients cannot afford the services and need financial assistance to receive the guidance and support of a Care Manager. For some, we are the only advocate they have to oversee their care at home or when they are hospitalized.  Most of our clients are in their 80’s and older, and have multiple chronic conditions including dementia.  

· At Friendship Terrace and Christian Communities Group Homes in Washington, DC and Springvale Terrace in Silver Spring, MD, we provide affordable housing and support services to more than 350 residents.  There are only a limited number of government subsidized units, and many more who need assistance to pay their expenses.

We would be more than happy to speak to your Outreach or Mission Committee, Vestry, Council or your congregation to discuss our services and our needs.  If we can help your congregation with your own parish senior ministry, please feel free to call Annie Shaw at 202-414-6314.

Please complete the attached form and return in the enclosed envelope.  Thank you for your consideration and support.

Sincerely,

Board Member
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